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Dear Parents / Carers
Welcome back to the start of a new academic year! I hope you all had a
fantastic summer holiday and enjoyed spending time together. It has been
wonderful to see the children back to school, ready to learn, keen to please and
looking smart. The children have settled well into their new classes and new
routines. You will shortly receive a letter from your child’s class teacher.
Welcome!
I would like to extend a warm welcome to all the new children and families
joining St. Margaret Clitherow – we look forward to working with you and
creating memories with you and your children. I would also like to welcome Mr
Shields (Part time Nursery teacher), Miss Marron (Year 3 teacher) and Mrs
Darrington (Midday Supervisory Assistant in the Nursery).
Vision, Aims and Rules
The start of a new school year is always a good time to reflect upon our purpose in sending our children to a
Catholic school and with this in mind, you will find below our vision statement, aims of the school and the
school rules. I am sure that you will be proud to continue in supporting these aims in the same way that the
children are proud to uphold their school rules and the Mission Statement.
Our Vision Statement:

Jesus lives in us, our families, our school, our Church, our world. Jesus is our guide, let us follow Him
At St Margaret Clitherow School we are committed to Safeguarding Children

Our School Aims:
To ensure our school values encompass the Catholic identity and ethos of the school and support the faith
journey of all pupils
To maximise potential progress and achievement for all pupils through provision which ensures at least good
and often outstanding learning and teaching, monitoring and feedback, leading to sustained high rates of
progress and consistently high standards
To enjoy and achieve through the development of a creative approach to the curriculum which improves
learning and makes appropriate links between subjects whilst maintaining progression in key subject skills,
using innovative ICT to deliver and inspire learning, providing effective feedback between all members of the
school community, staff, governors and parents
To sustain and develop a safe and comfortable outstanding learning environment which is conducive to
effective and creative learning and teaching and which maximises the opportunities for learning indoors and
outdoors
To promote community cohesion and celebrate the diversity of our school community, ensuring equality for all
To promote pupils’ and staff’s emotional and mental health wellbeing that enables them to be resilient when
they encounter problems and challenges
Our School Rules:
• Treat others as you would like to be treated
• Be ready to learn
• Be proud of your uniform
• Respect property and the environment
• Be the best that you can be!
Behaviour Policy
We have spent time with staff at the beginning of term working through our new behaviour policy. A copy of
our behaviour policy will be parentmailed to you shortly.
Pick up procedures – keeping everyone safe
In order to ensure effective safeguarding procedures, please note that we are not able to release children to
anyone other than you unless we have prior notification. Where this is a regular arrangement notice in writing
is required; in an emergency a timely telephone call to the office will suffice. If you would like to speak to the
class teacher at the end of the day, please be patient and allow the teacher to dismiss the class first before
speaking to them. If your child (Year 5 & 6) walks to or home from school please ensure you let the school
know in writing that this will be the case.
Homework
Homework across the whole school will be sent home on a Friday and should be returned to the class teacher
the following Friday. Homework includes learning spellings, reading (5 times a week, 20 minutes in KS2 and
10 minutes a night in KS1 and EYFS. This should include a mixture of parent and independent reading) and
completing Times Tables Rockstar sessions and games where applicable. This should allow families to decide
the best time to complete homework. Children often require support with
their homework and we appreciate your support in this. Please do not
allow your child to spend too long on their homework – again a note in the
diary will suffice if they have not managed to complete a piece in the set
time. If your child is struggling with their homework, please speak to their
class teacher in the first instance.
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PE
PE will continue to take place on Wednesdays and Fridays. Please ensure that your child has the correct PE
kit for these days (not including Reception and Nursery) including suitable trainers, a red t-shirt and black
shorts, a sweatshirt and jogging bottoms. Children unable to remove ear-studs during PE sessions are
expected to have their own surgical tape to cover the studs during PE.
Children in Year 3,4,5 & 6 are invited to take part in football sessions during lunchtimes with our sports coach,
Mr Moran. The session for Year 3 & 4 will take place on Friday lunchtimes and Year 5 & 6 will take place on
Wednesday lunchtimes. If they take part in the sessions they must wear a separate kit (not PE kit), shin pads
and football boots/trainers.
School Uniform
Your children have returned to school looking smart and well turned-out – they certainly wear their uniforms
with pride. Please ensure the high standards continue and clearly label all uniform so we can ensure no items
are lost. Please remember that the children are not allowed to wear trainers for school.
Travel Tracker
We will continue to use a Travel Tracker to encourage families to park and stride.
Please avoid using the car park where possible. Perhaps park in the Valley
Showground or Roaring Meg car park and follow the footsteps into school. If your
child walks/scoots/rides to school 4 out of 5 times a week for the whole month they
will receive a special badge in assembly at the end of the month.
Some gentle reminders
Please remember the following guidelines, which aim to keep our school a safe place to be:
• Only park in designated spaces in the car park – not along the hedge, yellow zig zag lines, in the
open space near the entrance or in front of the school gates.
• All children must be accompanied by an adult through the car park.
• The junior play equipment must not be used by anyone before or after school.
• The infant play equipment must only be used by children, with care, under parental supervision.
• Small play equipment (balls etc) must not be taken from the containers before or after school.
• Bikes and scooters must be walked through the playground.
• Balls are not permitted on the playground or field before or after school.
• The learning area outside Year 1 and 2 must not be used before or after school.
• There will be occasions when we will need to close the gate promptly after school.
Dinner Monies – another gentle reminder!
Please remember that school meals must be paid for in advance. The preferred payment method is via
Parentpay, however cash or cheque payments can also be made via the school office. Activation codes for
Year 3 parents were sent home this week, however, if you need a new code or support setting up an account,
please contact the school office. Please note that if you “top up” your child’s account, you must then allocate
payment to the “dinner” tab.
Parentpay offers the option to set up low balance alerts. If you wish to set this up on your account, please
follow these instructions:
1. Login
2. Go to Communications
3. Go to Alert Settings
4. Select the type of Alert (low balance and/or new item) and select how you want to receive alerts, email
and/or SMS Text.
Email alerts are free of charge. If you opt for SMS text alerts there is a small charge per text.
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Remember – no problem is too big or too small!
We are always keen to work with parents as a problem arises. Please do not let things fester. Whether it is
perceived as a big problem or a minor one – please do make contact and we’ll try to help you! Initially a
word with the class teacher either in person or on the phone can help to share the worry; if after this point it
still remains a worry please make an appointment to discuss the matter with a member of the Senior
Leadership Team via the school office. Remember – if it is a worry for you or your child then it is a worry for
us! Please do not be concerned about bothering busy staff – it’s what we are all here for. Please also feel
free to just come and say hello!
Nursery Admissions 2020 - 2021
Was your child born between 1/9/2016 - 31/8/2017?
This year our governors intend to offer 15 hours (morning
only) or 30 hours (morning and afternoon) in our Nursery.
The application process is now open and will close on
Friday 29th November. Please contact the school office
for an application pack or visit our school website for
further details.
Occasional Day
Please note that our occasional planned for Wednesday 22nd July 2020 will now take place on Friday 17th
July 2020. This means that the last day for children in the summer term will be Thursday 16th July 2020.
Apologies for any inconvenience this may cause.
I am extremely proud to be headteacher of St. Margaret Clitherow School and I look forward to working with
you all this year!
God Bless

Carmela Puccio
Headteacher
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Important dates this term
(dates and times subject to change – please check our website)
Thursday, 12th September 2019
Monday, 16th September 2019
Wednesday, 25th September 2019
Monday, 30th September 2019
Wednesday, 16th October 2019
Thursday, 17th October 2019
Thursday, 24th October 2019
Friday, 25th October 2019

Swimming starts for Years 3 and 4
Year 6 trip to Crucial Crew (AM)
EYFS Curriculum Evening (6:30pm)
Preventing Harm and Critical Thinking Sessions for
Parents (9:00am – 10:30am or 6:30pm – 8:00pm) further
details to follow
Parent Consultations (3:50pm – 6pm)
Parent Consultations (5pm – 8pm)
Harvest Mass (9:30am) all welcome
Finish for October break: 3.30pm

Half Term: Monday, 28th October to Friday, 1st November 2019
Monday, 4th November 2019
Monday, 4th November 2019
Thursday, 7th November 2019
Wednesday, 4th December 2019
Thursday, 5th December 2019
Friday, 6th December 2019
Thursday, 12th December 2019
Wednesday, 18th December 2019
Friday, 20th December 2019

Return to school: 8.45am
Individual and sibling school photographs
Remembrance Mass (9:30am) all welcome
Year 5 & 6 Carol Concert at St. Hilda’s (7pm) all welcome
Advent Mass 9:30am all welcome
EYFS Nativity Performance (9:30am)
KS1 Christmas Performance (9:30am)
Christmas dinner day
Finish for Christmas break: 1:45pm

Christmas Break: Monday, 23rd December to Friday, 3rd January 2020
Monday, 6th January 2020
Tuesday, 7th January 2020

INSET Day – no school for children
Return to school: 8.45am

Future diary date
Our Year 3&4 pupils will perform an Easter Play on Tuesday 31st March 2020 at 9:30am.

Jesus lives in us, our families, our school, our Church, our world. Jesus is our guide, let us follow Him
At St Margaret Clitherow School we are committed to Safeguarding Children

