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Delivering the Curriculum at St Margaret Clitherow School 
 

 
 

We aim to provide a curriculum that is broad, balanced, relevant and responsive to the needs of the 

pupils, the wider community and the society in which they operate. Our curriculum, underpinned by 

our Catholic ethos, aims to be responsive to the needs of all pupils, regardless of ability, and 

develops essential knowledge and skills alongside key skills of resilience, resourcefulness, 

reflectiveness and reciprocity which are developed as the building blocks for all learning.  

 

There are three Key Stages of education in the primary school: 

 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS):  Nursery & Reception Classes 

Key Stage 1 (KS1):     Yrs 1 & 2 

Key Stage 2 (KS2):     Yrs 3 to 6 

 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 
 
The EYFS Framework explains how and what children will be learning to support their healthy 

development during Nursery and Reception classes. 

Children in the EYFS learn skills, acquire new knowledge and demonstrate their understanding 

through 7 areas of learning and development. 
  

Children should mostly develop the 3 prime areas first. These are: 

 
 

• Communication and language;  

• Physical development; and  

• Personal, social and emotional development.  

 
 

These prime areas are essential for the child’s healthy development and future learning.  

As children grow, the prime areas will help them to develop skills in 4 specific areas. These are:  

 
 

• Literacy;  

• Mathematics;  

• Understanding the world; and 

• Expressive arts and design.  

 
 

The seven areas are used to plan the learning and activities for individuals and groups. The 

curriculum is designed to be really flexible so that staff can follow the child's unique needs and 

interests. Children in the EYFS learn by playing and exploring, being active and following their own 

lines of enquiry in a supportive and stimulating environment 
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CURRICULUM: KS1 and KS2 
 

The curriculum is carefully planned by the teachers based upon the age related expectations laid 

down in the National Curriculum (2014) and the Curriculum Directory for Catholic Schools (2012). 

Religious Education is taught as a separate subject but is also fed into other areas, taking up at 

least 10% of curriculum time, as required by the Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales. RE is 

taught as a Core Subject. 

 

The National Curriculum for KS1 and KS2 is comprised of the following Core Subjects: 

 

• English 

• Mathematics 

• Science 

• Computing 

 

The following Foundation Subjects are also included: 

 

• History 

• Geography 

• Art 

• Design Technology 

• Music 

• Physical Education 

• Modern Foreign Languages (KS2 only) 

 

In addition, although not statutory, the National Curriculum states that ‘all schools should make 

provision for Personal, Social Health and Economic (PSHE) Education. PSHE remains an 

essential aspect of our curriculum planning at St Margaret Clitherow School. 

 

A GUIDE TO THE SUBJECT AREAS 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
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This is planned for in each of the Key Stages, including the EYFS. 

The taught curriculum is derived from the Curriculum Directory for Catholic Schools (a mandatory 

requirement of the Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales). The Curriculum Directory builds 

knowledge and understanding at an age appropriate level about faith from the following broad areas: 

 

• Revelation (scripture & history); 

• Church; 

• Celebration (sacraments, liturgy & prayer); and 

• Life in Christ (the challenges and joys of living a Christian life). 

 

Our planning is based upon a commercially produced scheme, The Way the Truth and the Life 

(published by TERE). This is supplemented by materials drawn from a range of other sources.  

 

We aim to produce religiously literate pupils who know their way around the scripture and traditions 

of the Catholic Church and are able to consider how this impacts on their everyday life.  

 

 
 

Other Faiths: In the EYFS children begin to explore a range of ways that different faiths celebrate 

at key points in the year. From Year 1 onwards, pupils explore a unit each year studying Judaism 

(linking to Jesus’ life as a Jew) and a further unit studying Islam. As the children become older, they 

are also increasingly exposed to the concept that Christianity is wider than Catholicism; that all 

Christians are not Catholic; and that not all people live their lives according to a faith. 

 

RE is not taught in isolation, but as a subject that underpins our daily actions. A rhythm of prayer 

throughout the school day and the development of a rich tapestry of Catholic Life underpins the RE 

curriculum at every stage. 

 

ENGLISH 
 
English is an integral and fundamental component of the whole Primary Curriculum. A good literacy 

education is pivotal for all learning in every curriculum area. Developing good communication skills 

are at the core of our English curriculum and ensure that children are able to function effectively in 

everyday life.   
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The National Curriculum for English divides the subject up into the following areas: 

 

• Spoken language: speaking, listening & responding; 

• Reading: word reading; 

• Reading: comprehension; 

• Writing: transcription: spelling and handwriting; 

• Writing: composition; and 

• Writing: vocabulary, grammar & punctuation. 

 

English is taught daily and is woven into many other curriculum areas. 

 

How do we teach reading at school? 

 

There is a daily PHONICS session in EYFS & KS1 based upon the Government’s ‘Letters and 

Sounds’ scheme. We teach ‘synthetic phonics’ but are aware that some children will require to 

develop alternative approaches to reading according to need. 

 

A phonics based reading scheme (Oxford Reading Tree) is used in EYFS and KS1 and for some 

pupils in KS2 alongside a range of other reading materials.  

 

We aim to work with parents to develop confident readers who are increasingly independent in their 

approach to reading.  

 

Individual reading occurs alongside Guided Reading (in groups) and parents are encouraged to 

support the process through a dialogue in the reading diary. Moving through KS2, the aim is to 

become a ‘free reader’, moving away from the scheme, having developed the necessary skills to 

approach a wider range of reading materials. We aim to develop pupils who enjoy reading and 

actively engage with texts for personal enjoyment. Children are expected to read daily at home as 

part of their homework. 
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How do we teach handwriting? 

 
A pre cursive script is taught from Nursery, with a stroke that leads in and a tail at the end. In this 

way all letters start from the line and children are enabled to begin joining letters effectively when 

ready. Handwriting lessons take place in each class.  

 

An example of the pre cursive writing script is available in Appendix 1. Pupils learn to join from Year 

2 (or earlier if ready!). When pupils begin to use pens, a liquid or gel ink is used rather than a biro. 

 

As pupils become more proficient in KS2, a personal joined style is encouraged.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How do we teach spelling? 

 
From an early stage, pupils are encouraged to use their phonic skills in attempting spellings. Certain 

irregular words need to be learnt. Teachers correct the spellings that pupils should know in their 

work and target key words for pupils to learn.  

 

Weekly spelling lists are learnt (as homework) and tested from Year 1 onwards. Spelling books are 

returned home each week so that parents can keep a track of learning in this key partnership area.  

 

National Curriculum wordlist for Years 3 and 4 and Years 5 and 6 set the standard for spelling. 

These are available in Appendix 2. 

 

MATHEMATICS 
 
We aim to provide a high quality mathematics education, providing an appreciation of the beauty 

and power of mathematics and a sense of enjoyment and curiosity in mathematical learning. We 

aim to develop mathematical understanding alongside mathematical processes and set fluency and 

mastery of key concepts, skills and processes as a key priority. Pupils will learn to reason 

mathematically and to solve problems by applying their maths in a range of contexts. 

 

The National Curriculum divides learning in mathematics into the following key areas that form the 

basis of our planned curriculum: 
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• Number: place value; 

• Number: addition and subtraction; 

• Number: multiplication and division; 

• Number: fractions (inc decimals from Yr 4 and Percentages from Yr 5); 
• Measurement; 

• Geometry: properties of shapes; 

• Geometry: position and direction;  

• Statistics (using & displaying data) from Yr 2; 
• Ratio and Proportion from Yr 6; and 

• Algebra from Yr 6 

 

Although a range of calculation strategies are developed, the National Curriculum encourages pupils 

to work towards some formal calculation strategies for addition, subtraction, multiplication and 

division. These are included in Appendix 3. This is further developed in our Calculation Policy. 

 

 
 

Learning Times Tables  

 

This has always been an important part of our mathematics curriculum at St Margaret Clitherow. 

The 50 Club, introduced weekly from the Spring term of Year 2 and throughout KS2, encourages 

pupils to develop a speedy recall of times tables at a level appropriate to their own development.  

 

Pupils compete to get into the ‘50 Club’ by getting 50 questions correct in three minutes. A child in 

the same class can get into the 50 club with their two times tables or their 9 times tables. Children 

working on ‘extreme 50 Club’ compete by aiming to get into the 50 club for division tables or for 

larger multiplications based upon their times tables (e.g. 50 x 700). In this way all children are 

challenged and many can feel a sense of success. 

 

 

 

The National Curriculum sets the following challenging benchmarks for times tables: 

 

By the end of Year 2:  x2, x5 and x10 (inc division facts); 

By the end of Year 3:  x3, x4 and x8 (inc division facts); and 

By end of Year 4:  All times tables up to 12 x 12 (inc division facts). 
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Children from Year 2 onwards are expected to spend time learning their times tables at home as 

part of the weekly homework. 

 

Prior to Year 2 (and revising beyond), learning number bonds to 10 and 20 (e.g. 6+4 = 10 or 14+6 

= 20) and keeping these instantly recalled is vital. Once children begin learning their times tables, 

remember to keep visiting the number bonds so that they aren’t forgotten! 

 

Maths mindset: be positive! 

 

We teach all pupils that ‘anyone can do maths’ given the right steps for learning and a positive 

attitude. Please help us to develop this positive mindset. It is so easy as adults when we are unsure 

to suggest that ‘we don’t have  a maths brain’ or that ‘the new maths is very confusing’. This doesn’t 

help and only serves to undermine a growth mindset. Please encourage attempts and explain as 

we do that ‘getting it wrong is the start of a learning process that will help us to get it right!’ This will 

really help. Appendix 4 suggests some phrases to help with developing a growth mindset and 

resilience in approach to all tasks, not just maths! 

 

SCIENCE 
 
Through our science curriculum, we aim to develop: 

 

• Scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding through the specific disciplines of 

biology, chemistry and physics; 

• Understanding of the nature, process and methods of science through different types of 

science enquiry that help pupils to answer scientific questions about the world around them; 

and 

• The scientific knowledge required to understand the uses and implications of science  today 

and for the future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our science curriculum has been divided into topics with ‘working scientifically’ being emphasised 

in all topic areas. Topic areas can be seen in the Yearly Plan available on the website for each class. 
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Science is taught as an independent subject across both Key Stages but, wherever appropriate, 

cross-curricular links are developed to enhance learning in a range of other subjects. Many aspects 

of Personal Social and Health Education are also linked to the study of Life Processes and Living 

Things.  

 

The ‘Wiggly Path’ is an incredibly valuable outdoor resource for science experiences, investigation 

and exploration. It is expected that all classes will regularly access it, using it to develop science 

skills alongside a love for nature and outdoor pursuits. 

 

 
 

COMPUTING 
 
The school devotes considerable resources to both the computing curriculum and to general 

Information and Communications Technology. There is no specialist computer suite, instead a 

trolley of laptops and iPads are deployed to classrooms as required. This ensures that technology 

will be used regularly rather than just in a ‘specialist slot’ and enables pupils to make choices about 

the use of ICT at key moments in their learning.  

 

Alongside the Computing curriculum, we aim to develop and keep fresh useful ICT skills, using 

applications and programs that are widely available.  

 

We follow the Herts Computing Curriculum, which is rooted in the 2014 National Curriculum. At the 

heart of this curriculum are the following areas: 

 

• Coding (learning to write, interpret and debug computer programs, using logic); 

• Managing and using digital content effectively; 

• Using search technology effectively; 

• Selecting, using and combining a variety of software on a range of digital devices; 

• Collecting, analysing, evaluating and presenting data and information; and 

• Using technology safely, respectfully and responsibly. 
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eSafety skills are an essential element of the whole curriculum. Pupils will be prepared to ensure 

that they have the appropriate skills to remain safe whenever using technology on a range of 

platforms and devices, including those used at home. SMILE eSafety Rules form an integral part 

of our eSafety approach. These are included in Appendix 5. 
 

HISTORY 
 
We teach history to develop an awareness and interest in the past and to help children understand 

the impact of individuals and groups on society over time.  

 

We aim to develop a sense of identity through learning about the development of Britain, Europe 

and the World and how all nations, regardless of race, class, gender and religious background have 

impacted upon the world in significant ways. 

 

Through the development of historical skills, pupils at KS1 will learn about: 

 

• Changes within living memory; 

• Significant events beyond living memory (eg the Great Fire of London, Poppy Day); 

• The lives of significant individuals in the past (eg Florence Nightingale); and 

• Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 

 

Through the development of historical skills and enquiry, pupils at KS2 will develop a strong 
chronological framework for events in British, local and world history whilst learning about: 

 

• The Stone Age to Iron Age; 

• The Roman Empire; 

• Britain’s settlement by Anglo Saxons and Scots; 

• The Viking and Anglo Saxon struggle for England up until Edward the Confessor; 

• A local history study; 

• A theme of British history beyond 1066 (e.g. The Blitz); 

• Achievement of early civilisations (eg Ancient Egypt); 

• Ancient Greek life, achievements and influences; and 

• A non European society as a contrast to British history (eg Benin AD900 - 1300). 
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History may be taught as a cross curricular subject or in discrete lessons and may be blocked over 

time to enable good coverage of skills and themes. Visits to museums as a family will often help to 

inspire an interest in the topics that are being studied. 

 

Topic areas can be seen in the Yearly Plan available on the website for each class. 

 

GEOGRAPHY 
 
Teaching high quality Geography allows pupils to develop the study of people and places and the 

interaction between them, preparing them for life in a diverse community and encouraging respect 

for the environment. 

 

The National Curriculum divides study into the following key themes: 

 

• Location knowledge; 

• Place knowledge; 

• Human and physical geography; and 

• Geographical skills and fieldwork. 

 

This translates into topics which can be seen in the Yearly Plan for each class, available through 

the website.  

 

Geography may be taught as a cross curricular subject or in discrete lessons and may be blocked 

over time to enable good coverage of skills and themes. 

 

ART 
 
Art provides pupils with expressive and creative opportunities to respond to the world around them. 

We aim to encourage children to find a sense of enjoyment in visual communications, using a range 

of media to explore ideas.  

 

Art is also a way of seeing into new worlds, evaluating the work of a range of artists from their own 

and other cultures. 
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The National Curriculum requires pupils to: 

 

• Use a range of materials to express their ideas in two and three dimensions; 

• Improve their mastery of art and design techniques; 

• Reflect upon their work and ideas; and 

• Learn about great artists, architects and designers in history. 

 

Whilst discrete skills are taught formally, much of the art curriculum is delivered through cross-

curricular themes, linking to other areas of study. In KS2 pupils develop the use of sketch-books to 

explore ideas and techniques. 

 

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY 
 
“Using creativity and imagination, pupils design and make products that solve real and relevant 

problems within a variety of contexts, considering their own and others’ needs, wants and values” 

(National Curriculum 2014). 

Specific skills in the use of materials and tools are developed and pupils are encouraged to research, 

design, plan, make and evaluate.  

 

 
 

As well as the more traditional Design Technology projects, the curriculum includes: 

 

• Construction; 

• Textiles; and 

• Cookery. 

 

Design Technology is often taught in blocks of time, rather than weekly, in order to ensure that 

projects can be completed, evaluated and stored easily between lessons! 
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MUSIC 
 
Specialist music teachers deliver the Music curriculum from Reception to Year 6 on a weekly basis.  

 

Singing is developed in a whole school approach and in individual classes by each teacher as an 

enjoyable and valuable activity, drawing upon music from both religious and secular domains. As a 

school, we recognise the importance of group singing for wellbeing.  

 

The National Curriculum for Music ensures that pupils: 

 

• Use voices expressively and creatively in a range of contexts; 

• Play tuned and untuned instruments; 

• Compose and evaluate compositions; 

• Listen to and appreciate a range of music; and 

• Develop an understanding of the history of music. 

 

A peripatetic music teacher visits each week during the school day and offers Violin lessons to pupils 

in Key Stage 2; there is usually a waiting list for pupils to join. 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
Pupils are encouraged to engage in regular physical activity through the provision of competitive 

and non-competitive sports. We aim to inspire healthy young people who are able to follow the rules 

of a game, develop good sportsmanship and set themselves personal challenges.  

We invest in a Sports Coach through an external agency who teaches the Games and Athletics 

aspects of the curriculum twice per week for each class from Reception to Year 6.  

 

 
 

Teachers ensure that the dance and gym aspects of the curriculum are catered for.  

 

In Years 3 and 4 during the Autumn Term every child has a weekly swimming lesson taught by 

qualified swimming teachers at the town centre pool. The schools pays for the cost of these lessons 

(although parents may offer a voluntary donation toward the cost) which aim to get children to the 

National Curriculum standard.  
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We aim to expose children to a range of sports throughout their time with us as well as an opportunity 

to compete against other schools, through an active involvement with the Stevenage Schools Sports 

Partnership and engagement with the local netball and football leagues. 

 
MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES: FRENCH 
 
French is taught from the start of KS2. Children begin developing oral and aural skills and soon 

develop reading and writing skills.  

 

The aim is to develop a love for languages and a desire to extend their knowledge of languages 

further as they move through the school. Some specialist teaching and some class-based teaching 

occur according to the skill-set of current personnel. 

 
PERSONAL, SOCIAL, HEALTH and ECONOMIC (PSHE) EDUCATION 
 
Although not a statutory subject, the National Curriculum states that all schools should make 

provision for it. PSHE has always been at the heart of our curriculum, preparing pupils for the 

opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of life.  

 

It is a subject that enables children to keep themselves safe, happy and balanced in approach to 

daily life. The subject is used to reinforce a philosophy about dealing with power imbalances, 

bullying, friendships, eSafety and daily interactions. It is used to encourage effective goal setting 

and to develop resilience and resourcefulness in approach to common everyday problems, directing 

pupils towards appropriate support.  

 

This may be delivered in the form of weekly or blocked lessons and includes the opportunity for 

‘Circle Time’ and ‘Protective Behaviours’ work. As part of our approach to keeping children safe, 

pupils review their ‘hand network’ each half term and, through this, are encouraged to think about 

the individuals that they can turn to when they are in need of advice or support in a range of 

situations. Some information about recording a ‘hand network’ is included in Appendix 8. 

 

RELATIONSHIPS AND SEX EDUCATION (RSE) 
	
Our RSE programme plays an integral part of PSHE teaching across the school. The Children are 

given the opportunity to explore a variety of age-appropriate themes, which support their emotional 

and physical developments, within a moral, ethical and spiritual framework which adheres to the 

guidance from the Catholic Education Service on Relationships and Sex Education. 
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BUILDING LEARNING POWER 
 
Based upon the research of Professor Guy Claxton, this philosophy of learning underpins our 

approach to all subjects. Children are encouraged to be Resilient, Resourceful, Reflective and 

Reciprocal in their approach to life, learning and challenges.  

 

The four ‘Rs’ are used to develop 17 characteristics of learning as follows: 

 

 

Resilience 

 

Being ready, willing and able to lock onto learning, even in the face of 

shifting feelings & distractions. 

Absorption: being engrossed in your learning. 

Perseverance: keeping going in the face of difficulties. 

Managing distractions: creating your own best environment for 

learning. 

Attentive noticing: immersing self in patterns, details and nuances of 

what is going on; being perceptive. 

 

Resourcefulness 

 

Being ready, willing and able to be proactive and smart in learning; 

making flexible use of resources.                                    

Questioning: being curious & puzzling things out.                        

Making links: making connections between events & experiences; 

looking at the bigger picture.                                     

Imagining: playing with possibilities creatively.                  

Reasoning: organising systematically and critiquing sensitively own 

and others’ arguments.                                                     

Capitalising: drawing on all kinds of external resources (books, 

internet, other people) to support thinking & learning. 

 

Reflectiveness 

 

Being ready, willing and able to be strategic about learning; have a 

good sense of ‘me as a learner’. 

Planning: thinking about what I will need; future steps. 

Revising: being flexible as learning progresses; changing ways. 

Distilling: mulling over learning; taking on board learning for future 

tasks & being a ‘learning coach’. 

Meta-learning: being able to talk about how we learn. 

 

 

Reciprocity 
(relationships) 

 

Being ready, willing and able to learn from and with others, as well as 

on own. 

Interdependence: knowing what balance of sociable and solitary 

suits the learner. 

Collaborating: being a good team player, able to draw on the 

strengths of the group. 

Empathy & listening: being ready to put yourself ‘in others’ shoes’ in 

order to enrich the learner’s experience. 

Imitation: being open to other people’s smart ways of thinking and 

learning. 
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BRITISH VALUES 
 

The Department for Education requires all schools “to create and enforce a clear and rigorous 

expectation … to promote the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual 
liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs.”  

 

The government set out its definition of British values in the 2011 Prevent Strategy and there has 

been much media speculation about what this actually means.  

 

At St Margaret Clitherow, in our diverse Catholic Community which is fully representative of the 

Universal Church, these values are reinforced regularly through curriculum opportunities and are 

underpinned by our Christian ethos. 

The four aspects of ‘British Values’ are addressed throughout the curriculum and daily life at school. 

They are unpacked further in our ‘British Values Statement’ which is available on the school website. 
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Appendix 1 
Handwriting Script 
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Appendix 2 
Spelling Wordlists – National Curriculum Expectations at KS2 
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Appendix 3 
National Curriculum Formal Calculations 
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Appendix 4 
Language to help develop a growth mindset 
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Appendix 5 
SMILE rules for eSafety 

 

eSafety Rules 
 

 and stay safe  
 

Staying safe means keeping your personal details private, such as full 

name, phone number, home address, photos or school. Never reply to 

ASL (age, sex, location)  

Meeting up with someone you have met online can be dangerous. Only 

meet up if you have first told your parent or carer and they can be with 

you 

Information online can be untrue, biased or just inaccurate. Someone 

online my not be telling the truth about who they are - they may not be a 

‘friend’  

Let a parent, carer, teacher or trusted adult know if you ever feel 

worried, uncomfortable or frightened about something online or someone 

you have met or who has contacted you online 

 

Emails, downloads, IM messages, photos and anything from someone 

you do not know or trust may contain a virus or unpleasant message. So 

do not open or reply 
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Appendix 6 
Explaining Hand Networks 

 

Each child updates their hand network each half term. This is a practical and visual way for children 

to remember the trusted adults that can help them at different times, in a range of different settings. 

 

 
	
	


