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Friday 9th February 2018
Dear Parents / Carers
How is it half term already?! We’ve had a very busy half term in school, lots of learning
opportunities, trips to Stevenage Museum, a skipping workshop and of course, the pipework
renewal works have begun! I think we are all in need of a rest this half term!

Staffing Update
It is with great regret that I must inform you of a staffing update. Unfortunately, Mrs Obuchowicz
will be leaving our team at the end of the summer term. Mrs Obuchowicz has worked at the
school for eleven years and this has not been an easy decision for her to make, it has been a
decision that she has wrestled with for several years and it has not been made lightly. However,
she feels the time is right now to start a new chapter. We will all dearly miss Mrs Obuchowicz and
wish her the very best with her future endeavours and thank her for her inspirational work and
dedication during the eleven wonderful years she has spent with us.
Welcome!
I would like to welcome Joy Cameron to our team here at St. Margaret Clitherow. Joy is working
in Year 1 as a 1:1 teaching assistant and has slotted in perfectly!
Emergency Pipework Renewal Works
Our emergency pipework renewal work began towards the end of January. As you know, we
have temporary heaters in school. I must commend and thank the children for their mature and
responsible response to the heating situation in school. The contractors spent the first two weeks
of the programme working through the night to remove the pipework and install the new runs. In
my initial meeting with them before the work started they said we wouldn’t even notice that they
were in school and they were correct! We are working closely to ensure the next stage of the
works which will take place in the classrooms has minimal disruption. As a voluntary aided school
we are required to contribute 10% towards the cost of these renewal works. Although
appreciating the great financial demands on everyone at this time, I urge everyone to consider
whether they can increase their contributions to the School Building Fund either in terms of
regular standing order payments or in terms of a one off donation. All funds are used to maintain
the building and ensure the best possible setting for our children’s education.
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General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)
We are currently working alongside the Diocese and Herts for Learning to ensure we are
compliant with the new data protection regulation that takes place later this year. GDPR is similar
in many ways to the current Data Protection Act 1998 but with additional requirements.
Feedback
We are always keen to receive and act upon feedback. Both myself and governors will be
available at parent consultations to gauge your views – please do talk to us! We will also be
encouraging all parents to complete a simple Ofsted questionnaire at
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/login. Data gathered from this is not only used by Ofsted in
evaluating the school but also by the Senior Leadership Team and the Governing Body in order
to gauge areas that we should focus on.
Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) Workshop
It was lovely to see parents at our recent RSE workshop. The handouts and parent booklet that
were shared at the workshop will be available shortly on the school website.
Nursery Admissions
It’s time for parents with children born between 1st September 2014
and 31st August 2015 to apply for a school nursery place. We are
now accepting applications, please collect a nursery application
form from the school office. There are no longer online applications
to County for the nursey, please apply directly to us. Applications
close on Friday 16th March.
Love in Action
We have been discussing various Love in Action themes in our weekly whole school assemblies.
The six themes are dignity, community, creation, the poor, work and peace. Once we have
finished discussing the themes in assembly we will be planning a Love in Action focus week. At
some point, I will be writing to you again inviting you to join us for an open morning where the
children will share their plans to put their love into action. Remember, Pope Francis calls us to
find Jesus in the face of others, in their voices, in their pleas.
Safeguarding
Safeguarding is our number one priority. If you ever have any concerns about the safety of
children or in relation to the school environment, please do make immediate contact with the
school and ask to talk about a SAFEGUARDING matter. I am the Designated Safeguarding Lead
and Mrs Briscoe is the Deputy Safeguarding Lead. Mrs Sally Curtis, Chair of Governors, has the
role of Designated Safeguarding Governor. Our Child Protection Policy, Safeguarding Policy and
‘Whistleblowing’ Policy are all available on the school website. No concern is ever too small and
as such we urge you to share with us. As part of our safeguarding measures, each child updates
their ‘hand network’ each half term. Please do talk about this with your children in order that they
know who to turn to if they encounter a difficulty. This also includes emergency services numbers
and Childline (0800 1111) www.childline.org.uk – this is a fantastic emergency resource for our
children which they must all know about. Thank you for working with us to keep our children safe!
Website
Our IT Technician, Steve Ainsworth, has been working hard
over the last few weeks in designing a new school website for
us. I am very impressed with the layout so far – here’s a sneaky
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peak at the website in the initial design stage. I will let you know once the website becomes ‘live’.
Spread the word! Two fantastic opportunities!
We are looking for an inspirational Deputy Headteacher to join our wonderful team. An
applicant would need to be a practising Catholic who is committed to excellence in
Catholic education. They should be an outstanding classroom practitioner, committed to
developing the full potential of every child and have high expectations of achievement and
behaviour. We are also looking for a successful and motivated part time or full time
maternity cover teacher to lead a Key Stage 2 class from June 2018 until July 2019. In
line with the school’s safer recruitment procedure, both appointments will be subject to
references and will require a clear DBS (Disclosure and Barring Service) check. Please
share the details with anyone you think would be interested. If you would like to know more
about either positions, please visit teachinherts.com.
Some gentle reminders
Please remember the following guidelines, which aim to keep our school a safe place to be:
• Only park in designated spaces in the car park – not along the hedge or yellow zig zag
lines.
• All children must be accompanied by an adult through the car park.
• The junior play equipment must not be used by anyone before or after school.
• The infant play equipment must only be used by children, with care, under parental
supervision.
• Small play equipment (balls etc) must not be taken from the containers before or after
school.
• Bikes and scooters must be walked through the playground.
• Balls are not permitted on the playground before or after school.
• There will be occasions when we will need to close the gate promptly after school.
Thank you!
May I take this opportunity to thank you for your support in ensuring that hairstyles, uniform and
shoes adhere to school policy. This has been much improved and I’m pretty sure that we’ve got
to be the best dressed school in Stevenage! Now we are aiming for the best dressed in
Hertfordshire!!
I wish you all a wonderful half term with your families; often not a peaceful time I know but one in
which we can all focus on those whom we love most and enjoy some time together. Have a
fantastic break – I look forward to welcoming you back to the Lenten journey towards Easter.
With this is mind, don’t forget to begin filling your Catholic Children’s Society Lenten fundraising
boxes.
God’s blessing on you and those most dear to you.
Yours sincerely

Miss Puccio
Headteacher
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Important dates this term (dates and times subject to change – please check our website)
Fri, 9th February

Finish for Half Term (3.30pm)
Mon, 12th – Fri, 16th February
Half Term

Mon, 19th February
Thurs, 1st March
Thurs, 8th March
Fri, 16th March
Thurs, 29th March

Return to school (8.45am)
KS1 Lenten Mass (9.30am)
KS2 Lenten Mass (9.30am)
Nursery applications close
Finish for Easter Break (1.45pm)
Fri, 30th March – Fri, 13th April 2018
Easter Break

Mon, 16th April

Return to school (8.45am)
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