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Tuesday 19th December 2017
Dear Parents and Carers
We have almost made it to the end of the first term and what a busy term it has been! It was wonderful
to see so many of you at the Christmas plays and Advent Masses. The Christmas season begins early
in school with classes learning and practising new songs mid-November. I do enjoy being greeted by a
Christmas song as I walk through the school. The extra effort and hard work has paid off as all of our
children were absolute superstars when performing on the stage! Thank you for your support in
helping the children to learn their lines and for organising their costumes. It is so lovely for our
community to come together and celebrate with the children.

Farewell, thank you and good luck to Miss Rega!
This term we say farewell to Miss Rega. We wish Miss Rega well with her future endeavors and thank
her for her hard-work and dedication during the time she has spent with us – she will be missed by the
entire school community. Miss Rega will remain a good friend of the school and we look forward to
hearing of her new career path.
Staffing Update
As you may be aware there is currently a teacher recruitment crisis and our school is not immune to
this. We have worked tirelessly to find the right people to fill our current vacancies and join our
wonderful community. In Year 3 we will have Mrs McCarthy teaching the children on a part time basis.
Mrs McCarthy knows the school well and has already spent time with us this term teaching in Year 6.
Mrs McCarthy will teach the children in Year 3 on Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. Mr Steadman
will teach the children on Mondays and Tuesdays. Mrs McCarthy and Mr Steadman had an opportunity
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to spend some time with Miss Rega and Mrs White yesterday to ensure a smooth transition. Mrs Conn
will also work with the children in Year 3 at various points to ensure they are fully prepared for their first
reconciliation and Holy Communion.
Welcome!
I would like to welcome Ewa Wolfram to the St. Margaret Clitherow team. Mrs Wolfram will be joining
our teaching assistant team after Christmas and she will predominantly be working in Year 3 and 4.
Mrs Wolfram has a wealth of teaching assistant experience and we look forward to officially welcoming
her to our School community after Christmas.
Heating update
Thank you for your patience and support whilst we have struggled with our heating system this term.
We now have a new boiler system installed and it is operating efficiently. Thank you once again for
your support.
School Closures
Another thank you! Thank you for your continued support regarding our recent school closures. These
are decisions that are not made lightly but the welfare and safety of our children and staff are
paramount. We will use text messages, parentmail and twitter updates to notify you of a closure. We
also use the Everbridge notification system, please sign up on the following link
member.everbridge.net/index/892807736725489#/login
Advent charities
Thank you for buying raffle tickets at the Christmas performances: we have raised £179 for SCIMP
(Stevenage Churches Interdenominational Missionary Project) this year which I know will be gratefully
received. The children have been paying to sign their class Christmas Card and they have raised
£150. This money will be used to purchase CAFOD World Gifts (eg drought resistant crops or a goat
for a community) and will practically support real and sustainable development projects in places of
real need. Thank you for your support and generous contributions!
Park and Stride
The Park and Stride initiative has well and truly started this half term – thank you for your commitment
and support with this new initiative. If you take part in any park and stride (apart from the car park of
course!) your child will add their name to the class park and stride container. Riveen and Eireann from
Year 5, our Junior Travel Ambassadors, picked the winning tickets yesterday and the lucky winners
were Louis and Mollie. They received a gift that has been donated by one of our local businesses. We
have a range of incentives (gift vouchers for Tesco for example) to use in future prize draws – thank
you to Mr Luis (one of our Foundation Governors) for liaising with local businesses.
Please remember the following guidelines, which aim to keep our school a safe place to be:
• Only park in designated spaces in the car park – not along the hedge or yellow zig zag lines
before and after school!
• All children must be accompanied by an adult through the car park.
• The junior play equipment must not be used by anyone before or after school.
• The infant play equipment must only be used by children, with care, under parental supervision.
• Small play equipment (balls etc) must not be taken from the containers before or after school.
• Bikes and scooters must be walked through the playground.
• Balls are not permitted on the playground before or after school.
• There will be occasions when we will need to close the gate promptly after school.
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Summer Reading Challenge – Winners again!!
The summer holidays seem a long time ago now…sun was shining…hot sunny weather…library visits
to take part in the Summer Reading challenge…relaxing on the beach…and back to the present day!!
We won the Summer Reading challenge for the 13th year running – thank you for support and
encouraging your child to take part. We had the highest number of pupils taking part in Stevenage.
The competition were hot on our heels though as we only won by one pupil, but a win is a win so well
done everyone for taking part!!
PSFA
An enormous thank you to the PSFA committee and especially to Alex, Paul, Neil & Kebe all of whom
put in so much effort (much behind the scenes work too) to put on the events that we have been
accustomed to. This essential fundraising ensures that we are able to invest in projects that make a
real difference to your children’s education. The Christmas Fayre made a profit of £1787 which will be
used towards the cost of replacing the tiles in the Reception outdoor area. Thank you to everyone who
helped in any way and to everyone who turned up on the day.
Growing Project – help support us!
We have signed up for the Co-op Community Fund Project as we want to re-develop our allotment
area to allow our pupils to grow their own vegetables and develop an understanding of sustainability. If
you would like to support our cause, please visit https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/13831/ and
register as a Co-op member. Once you have done this, all you need to do is shop in your local Co-op,
choose our cause and you will be raising money for our school.
Uniform Reminders
Can I remind you that trainers are only permitted in PE lessons and should not be worn as general
outdoor shoes. I have noticed that some children are still coming into school with ‘extreme’ haircuts, for
example with tram lines, patterns or shaved sides, I would also like to remind you that these haircuts
are not allowed in school.
Dinner money payments
Please can you ensure you have paid any outstanding dinner monies before we break up or over the
Christmas holidays. Please remember that all dinners must be paid for in advance. Thank you!
School Dates 2018/19
Please find attached our school dates for 2018/19. Please be aware of these when making plans for
holidays. Please also be aware that there may be some difference in dates between our school and
others (including JHN) although we have tried to minimise this as far as possible.
Finally
Finally, may I take this opportunity to thank all our families for their support throughout 2017. May I
also thank our dedicated staff team and governors for their commitment and enthusiasm throughout
my first term of headship. We are certainly blessed with a beautiful community that we can all be so
very proud of. I wish you all a very happy and holy season with much fun, celebration, laughter and
family times. For the children, I have just one message … be good, help your parents (Father
Christmas sees all) and enjoy your Christmas!
Merry Christmas!

Carmela Puccio
Headteacher
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Important dates this term (dates and times subject to change – please check our website)
Mon, 1st January 2018
Weds, 3rd January
Thurs, 4th January
Mon, 15th January
Fri, 9th February

Nursery applications open
INSET DAY: no school for children
Return to school (8.45am)
Reception Applications close
Finish for Half Term (3.30pm)
Mon, 12th – Fri, 16th February
Half Term

Mon, 19th February
Thurs, 1st March
Thurs, 8th March
Fri, 16th March
Thurs, 29th March

Return to school (8.45am)
KS1 Lenten mass (9.30am)
KS2 Lenten Mass (9.30am)
Nursery applications close
Finish for Easter Break (1.45pm)
Fri, 30th March – Fri, 13th April 2018
Easter Break

Mon, 16th April

Return to school (8.45am)

Jesus lives in us, our families, our school, our Church, our world. Jesus is our guide, let us follow Him
At St Margaret Clitherow School we are committed to Safeguarding Children

St Margaret Clitherow RC Primary School
2018/2019 Academic Dates
The following term dates include:
190 days in school
5 non-pupil days (Staff INSET)
1 Occasional day
Autumn Term 2018
Tuesday 4th September 2018 – Friday 26th October 2018
Half term: Monday 29th October – Friday 2nd November 2018
Monday 5th November 2018 - Friday 21st December 2018 at 1:45pm
Christmas Holidays: Monday 24th December – Friday 4th January 2019
Spring Term 2019
Monday 7th January – Friday 15th February 2019
Half term: Monday 18th February – Friday 22nd February 2019
Monday 25th February - Friday 5th April 2019 at 1:45pm
Spring Term break: Monday 8th April – Monday 22nd April 2019
Summer Term 2019
Tuesday 23rd April – Friday 24th May 2019
Bank holiday: Monday 6th May 2019
Half term: Monday 27th May – Friday 31st May 2019
Tuesday 4th June - Friday 19th July 2019 at 1:45pm
INSET days
Monday 3rd September 2018
Friday 15th March 2019
Monday 3rd June 2019
Monday 22nd July 2019
Tuesday 23rd July 2019
Occasional day
Wednesday 24th July 2019
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