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Monday 16th July 2018  
Governing Body Summer Newsletter 

 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
It has been another incredibly busy year for the Governing Body. Our minutes, once approved, can 
be found on the Governor page of the school website – please have a look to see what we’ve been 
up to. This year we say thank-you and goodbye to Matt Dranse. Matt has been a governor at school 
for over 10  years,  I would like to take this opportunity to thank Matt for the work he has done and 
the time he has so willingly given to the school. From September, we welcome Ursula Dike as a 
Foundation Governor and Jo Nicholls as our Co-Opted governor.  
Please don’t forget the Governing Body are accountable to you as parents/carers and as such are 
always keen to hear from you.  
 
A message from the Finance and Personnel Committee – 
School Building Fund (SBF) 
As you will all be aware the boilers and associated pipework had to be replaced earlier this year. 
Although we were fortunate enough to receive funding from the diocese to cover this, we were still 
liable for our 10% contribution. Our contribution came to almost £20,000 and completely wiped out 
the SBF. Any future capital projects within the school will rely on us having sufficient funds in the 
SBF to pay our 10% contribution. The SBF is now at an all-time low. Many thanks to all parents 
who continue to support the school by contributing to the SBF. A gentle reminder that if you are yet 
to complete a gift aid form to accompany your standing order, forms are available from the school 
office. If you are a UK tax payer we are able to claim back any tax paid, making your contribution 
even more valuable to the school. For those who have yet to sign up to support the SBF, if you are 
in a position to do so your support is needed and would be very much appreciated. We suggest a 
monthly contribution of £3.50, however one off payments can also be made via the school office 
and are welcomed. 
Pupil Premium 
This is also a good opportunity to remind you that your child(ren) could be eligible for Free School 
meals. The pupil premium funding, per child, for 2017-18 is £1,320 and funding for children in the 
EYFS is £300 per child. Please visit https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals to see if you are 
eligible. Take have a look at the Pupil Premium Statement on the website to see how the money 
is spent. If you are unsure as to whether this is something you are entitled to, we ask that you 
speak to the school secretary, Maria Streeter, who will be able to advise you confidentially about 
this. 
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A message from the Curriculum Committee –  
Congratulation on amazing results! 
Congratulations to our children in Year 2 and Year 6 on their fantastic SATs results. It is wonderful 
to see that our children, along with their teachers, teaching assistants and all who supported them, 
remained focused when it came to their SATs. The resilience and hard work shown by the children 
is a credit to them and we are so very proud of them! 
Well Done  
Well done to the Youth Leadership Team (YLT) for all of their work this year. The YLT is made up 
of representatives from Year 3 to 6 and play an active role within the school. The YLT were keen 
to be a part of the recruitment process for our new Deputy Headteacher and I know this was one 
of the interview day highlights for all involved. 
The YLT continue to raise fund for charity, this year they raised £173.  
Well done YLT - keep up the fantastic work! We really enjoy reading your minutes at Governing 
Body Meetings. 
Governors’ Assembly 
A highlight for the governors this year was the Governors’ Achievement assembly. We celebrated 
the successes of the children who gave that little bit extra to the school this year – our Altar Servers, 
our Sports Leaders, our Junior Travel Ambassadors and our Youth Leadership Team.  Well done 
to all of you!  
Safeguarding Questionnaire 
Many of you will remember completing the Safeguarding questionnaire at Parent Consultation 
evening in March. The Curriculum Committee spent time looking at the results and were delighted 
to see the overwhelmingly positive feedback. Safeguarding remains our number one priority and it 
was great to see such positive feedback from parents and carers.  
Attendance 
Our Inspection Data Summary Report (IDSR) highlighted persistent absence as an area of concern 
in the school. Steps were taken to promote increased attendance in school for our persistent 
absentees and I am delighted to share with you our new absence figure of 95.9% for the school 
year to date. Attendance will remain a high priority with the school, should anyone have any 
concerns I would urge you to contact Miss Puccio to discuss these.  
 
A message from Health and Safety Committee –  
Health and Safety (H&S) committee have worked throughout the year to ensure the school remains 
a safe environment for our children. Our main focus this year has been supporting the school with 
the new boiler installation. We have recently focused our attention again to the car park and how 
best to improve safety for our children. We would like to thank all parents who regularly walk to 
school from Roaring Meg or Fairland Valley Showground carpark, this really does make a 
difference to the carpark in the morning. Well done to our Travel Ambassadors who continue to 
prompt safer travel to school. 
 
A message from the Full Governing Body –  
Academies 
Governors continue to engage with our Trustees, the Diocese of Westminster regarding conversion 
to academy status. We are currently spending time learning about how being an academy would 
work for us and learning more about the family of schools we would be a part of. We will keep 
parents informed of key points along the way. 
Congratulations 
Congratulations to Mrs Mather and her family on the safe arrival of little Jude. Year  6 were 
delighted to meet Jude and see Mrs Mather when they popped into class a few weeks ago.  
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Hello and Goodbye 
We look forward to welcoming Mr Daniel Hewitt, our new Deputy Headteacher, to the school in 
September. We also look forward to welcoming Mrs Amy Schofield, our new SENCo and Mrs Tara 
Flynn and Ms Louise Sinclair, our new Year 3 teachers. 
 
We said goodbye to Mrs Ramirez earlier this term and we will say goodbye to Mrs Obuchowicz 
and Mr Smith this week. We thank them for the part they have played in our school over the years 
and wish them every happiness for the future.  
 
We wish our Year 6 pupils and their families the very best of luck and every blessing as their time 
with us at St Margaret Clitherow comes to an end. We will keep you in our prayers as you transition 
to life in your chosen secondary school and we look forward to hearing of your continued successes 
– which I am sure will be many if your SATs results and fantastic end of year production of Oliver 
is anything to go by! 
  
Thank-you 
A special thank-you goes to our wonderful PSFA, who after many years raising much needed funds 
for the school, have taken the decision to step down from their roles this year. On behalf of 
everyone at school a huge ‘Thank-you” to Alex Williams, her team and all who have supported 
them over the years.  
We look forward to welcoming the new PSFA to their roles in September and continuing to work 
with you to support our school.  
 
Thank-you too to Mrs Briscoe for stepping so smoothly into the role of Acting Deputy Head and 
supporting Miss Puccio and all the staff for the year.  
 
Our final words of thanks must go to Miss Puccio and her team. We thank-you for everything you 
do day to day to ensure our children are educated in a safe and loving environment where each 
one of them is nurtured and encouraged to reach their full potential. We thank-you for everything 
you do above and beyond what your roles require of you, the things you do just because you are 
part of the family that is St Margaret Clitherow School. We wish you all a happy a peaceful summer 
with your families and we look forward to seeing you back at school in September. 
 
Finally, we wish you and your families a very happy summer break and we look forward to working 
with you in September. 
 
 
With very best wishes 
 
 
The Governing Body 
 
 


